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2013 Seneca Valley Homecoming 

A week to remember 

Homecoming week at Seneca Valley was filled 

with theme days, pep rallies, a carnival, parade, 

fireworks, an epic football game and an evening 

of dances. 

Before it was all over, 

Seneca Valley had a 

new king and queen in 

Zachary Ratkus and 

Kelly Lawson, 

respectively, and boasted another tally mark in the win column 

after beating North Hills in double overtime, 24-17.  

Sports broadcasters from MSA Sports Network called the win a 

“gigantic victory,” as Seneca Valley heads into the playoff season. 

To kick of the event, 

seniors chose 

approximately 20 of their 

fellow classmates to serve as this year’s royalty. 

Members of the 2013-14 Seneca Valley 

Homecoming Court are first row, from left: 

Madison Zahorchak, Caitlin Wolf, Jane 

Vandrak, Brianna Sonson, Alexa Sisko, 

Sarah Nguyen, 

Kelly Lawson, 

Alissa Hill, 

Savanna Grinder, 

and Natalie Byers. 

Second row, from left: Carson Tanda, Lucas Roman, Michael Rhein, 

Zachary Ratkus, Jacob Laskey, Noah Kastroll, Michael Jones, Daniel 

Hayden, Garrett Frank and Thomas Fitzpatrick. 

 

Photo credits: Football game photo – JPC Photography; Parade Photo – Seneca 

Valley Band Boosters; Pep Rally – James Nagle; Homecoming Court and King/

Dates to Remember: 

Nov. 3  

Daylight Savings Time ends 

Nov. 4 

Report Cards Released 

Nov. 11 

No School for Students 

Nov. 11 

K-6 Parent/Teacher  

Conferences 

Nov. 27 – Dec. 2 

Thanksgiving Break 

Dec. 23 – Jan. 1 

Winter Holiday 
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41 SV Students Earn AP Honors 

2013 total is largest in District history 

Forty-one students at Seneca Valley High School have earned AP Scholar Awards in recog-

nition of their exceptional achievement on AP Exams; a record-breaking number for the Dis-

trict. 

The College Board’s Advanced Placement Program (AP) provides willing and academically 

prepared students with the opportunity to take rigorous college-level courses while still in 

high school, and to earn college credit, advanced placement, or both for successful perfor-

mance on the AP Exams. About 22 percent of the 2.2 million students worldwide who took 

AP Exams performed at a sufficiently high level to also earn an AP Scholar Award. 

At Seneca Valley, the increased course offerings in Advanced Placement, combined with a 

growth of interest on the part of students led the District to increase from 27 AP student 

scholars in 2012 to 41 this year. 

“Encouraging student participation in AP courses and exams is important to meeting and 

even challenging an honor student’s academic abilities,” said Dr. Tracy Vitale, Superinten-

dent of Schools. “Students improve their writing skills, sharpen problem-solving abilities, 

and develop time management skills, discipline, and important study habits.”  

The College Board recognizes several levels of achievement based on students’ performance 

on AP Exams. 

At Seneca Valley Senior High School, one student qualified for the National AP Scholar 

Award by earning a perfect score of five on all eight exams she took in the program. This 

student, Katharine Miller, is now a member of the Seneca Valley graduating class of 2013, 

having taken the AP courses during her senior year. 

We also have 14 students qualified for the AP Scholar with Distinction Award by earning an 

average score of at least 3.5 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on five or more 

of these exams. These students, all of whom are now 2013 Seneca Valley graduates, are 

Zachary Bredl, Rosemary Emmerling, Gabrielle English, Kyle Gallagher, Joseph Geyer, 

Dhruv Kohli, John Kooser, James Laporte, Katharine Miller, Mayank Parashar, Kristen Ros-

si, Jennifer Rowekamp, Jacob Shearer, and Joshua Zahren. 

Eight Seneca Valley students qualified for the AP Scholar with Honor Award by earning an 

average score of at least 3.25 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on four or 

more of these exams. These students are 2013 Seneca Valley Graduates Phillip Anderson, 

Brennan Bench, Todd Kowalski, Brandon McCormick, Alexa Reynolds and Brandon White. 

Seneca Valley seniors earning this honor include Daniel Eppler and Robert Kunkel. 

Also, 19 Seneca Valley students qualified for the AP Scholar Award by completing three or 

more AP Exams with scores of 3 or higher. The AP Scholars who are 2013 Seneca Valley 

Graduates include Anthony Acquaviva, Sean Bollman, Alexis Brockway, Nathaniel Kosin-

ski, Maria Kowalski, Elizabeth Moser, Dana Palumbo, Hayeon Park, Samantha Runser, Jona-

than Selling and Emma Wallace. Seniors earning this honor include Taha Ahmed, Joshua 

Baktay, Jessica Howard, Jeremiah Scanlan, Derek Shank, Alexandra Steighner, Jenna Sten-

gel and Alexander Taylor. 

SV SAT & ACT 

History  

Here is a look at the history  

of SAT and ACT scores at  

Seneca Valley. 

 

SAT Scores 

 

Reading 

2013 - 521 

2012 - 510 

2011 - 516 

2010 - 511 

2009 - 521 

 

Math 

2013 - 530 

2012 - 514 

2011 - 517 

2010 - 520 

2009 - 526 

 

Writing 

2013 - 509 

2012 - 503 

2011 - 508 

2010 - 503 

2009 - 517 
 

ACT Scores 

 

2013 – 23.9 

2012 – 23.2 

2011 – 23.6 

2010 – 23.5 

2009 – 23.5 

http://wexford.schoolofrock.com/
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Seneca Valley will begin using data from the recently released 

Pennsylvania’s School Performance Profile (SPP) to assist in 

assessing the academic performance of each of its schools.   

While schools previously received an Adequate Yearly 

Progress (AYP) designation via the No Child Left Behind 

Legislation, all Pennsylvania public schools will now receive 

an academic performance score. An online public portal, the 

Pennsylvania School Performance Profile provides 

demographic data, academic data, and an academic 

performance score for public schools in the state. 

“While we recognize the importance of such an analysis, we 

also want to highlight that this first year of the portal creates a 

baseline – or foundation – for which we can continue to review 

in years to come,” said Dr. Tracy Vitale, Superintendent of 

Schools.   

The School Performance Profile score is based primarily on 

standardized test scores, including PSSA, Keystone, SAT and 

ACT exams. Also measured are graduation and attendance 

rates, and advanced placement course offerings; all areas in 

which Seneca Valley excels. However, it does not 

acknowledge those Districts, like Seneca Valley, with a 

National Blue Ribbon designation, cutting edge technology, a 

wide array of challenging course offerings (both traditional 

and online), an engineering certification program, or award-

winning visual, musical and performing arts programs.  

“We believe these kinds of programs are extremely vital and 

contribute to the overall development of our students,” 

explained Dr. Vitale.  

It’s also important to note that in the case of grades 7-12 at 

Seneca Valley, scores are incomplete or, in some cases, 

incorrect. Corrections to the final scores will be made by the 

Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) due to 

confusion about the end-of-course designation for the 

Keystone Exams. The SPP data for 7-12 is projected to be 

made available by PDE in January 2014.   

The School Performance Profile is based on a 100 point scale. 

Schools that scored 70 percent or higher met or exceeded the 

achievement and growth standard for 2012-13. For Seneca 

Valley, the scores available as of Oct. 8, 2013, are:  

Connoquenessing Valley Elementary School – 81.7 

Evans City Elementary School  – 84.9 

Evans City Middle School – 90.6 

Haine Elementary School  – 95.5 

Haine Middle School – 87.2 

Rowan Elementary School – 74.1 

Seneca Valley Middle School – 90.5 

Seneca Valley Intermediate High School – 79.4  

Seneca Valley Senior High School – Not yet available 

Our initial review 

indicates the area of 

improvement where 

we can focus is in 

the Pennsylvania 

Value Added 

Assessment System 

(PVAAS). PVAAS 

is a statistical 

analysis of PSSA and end-of-course Keystone Exam data, and 

provides districts and their schools with growth data. To help 

you understand PVAAS analysis, the PDE website suggests 

you think of academic growth in terms of a child’s physical 

growth, and the growth charts utilized by a child’s physician. 

Growth charts are an important tool for monitoring a child’s 

development, but they are just one of the indicators used by the 

physician to ensure a child is growing at the minimum 

expected level and on the trajectory to grow as expected. A 

physician would not use a growth chart in isolation to diagnose 

a child; however, the growth chart would provide valuable 

information that may warrant further exploration. 

The overall score for one of our buildings is not as high as the 

other elementary schools because it has been impacted by 

PVAAS. It is important to note that the students at Rowan 

scored well on the PSSA State exam: the percentage of 

students scoring proficient or advanced on the PSSA for 

mathematics is 93.2 percent. The percentage of proficient or 

advanced on the PSSA for reading/literature is 86 percent; and 

the science/biology percentage of proficient or advanced on 

PSSA is 90.4 percent.  

Another example is at the intermediate high school. The score 

recorded for this building, grades 9-10, does not yet include 

growth (PVAAS) figures. 

Not to be forgotten - and certainly to be highlighted - several 

of our schools are listed above as having made significant 

strides in academic growth for students. They are to be 

commended for their efforts.  

According to Dr. Vitale, “These results will assist us as we 

look to advance academic growth among our students. While 

we will always welcome additional views of academic 

performance, we are cognizant that assessment results are one 

view of student success.” 

Access to the Pennsylvania School Performance Profile is 

available at www.paschoolperformance.org   

Academic Data Update  

District officials review Pa. School Performance Profile 

http://www.paschoolperformance.org
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Haine Elementary School has been a national 

stand out when it comes to the Olweus 

Bullying Prevention Program. Now, though, 

they have company. 

It was recently announced that Haine 

Elementary and Seneca Valley Middle 

School have been named Quality Assurance 

Systems with the Olweus Bullying 

Prevention Program.  Officials from the 

HALT! Bullying Prevention organization 

held a site visit at both buildings and recently 

notified school officials that Haine 

Elementary and Seneca Valley Middle 

schools continue to "demonstrate a high level 

of fidelity" to the Olweus Program, earning 

them the unique honor of having an 

assurance credited program. 

Haine Elementary first earned this quality 

assurance designation in 2011.  

“We continue to adapt and have a focus area 

each school year based on our survey data 

and grade level feedback, so there are 

certainly always teachable moments in the 

efforts to prevent bullying,” said Ms. 

Michelle Ellis, Haine Elementary School 

principal. “As a whole, we have a strong 

framework and aim to keep the integrity of 

the program in place.” 

Olweus is a whole-school program that has 

been proven to prevent or reduce bullying 

throughout a school setting. It is used at the 

school, classroom, and individual levels and 

includes methods to reach out to parents and 

the community for involvement and support. 

School administrators, teachers, and other 

staff are primarily responsible for 

introducing and implementing the program 

with the purpose of improving peer relations 

and making the school a safer and more 

positive place for students to learn and 

develop.  

“Not only has the Seneca Valley Middle 

School Olweus core building committee 

played a large role in making this program a 

success, but every adult and student within 

our walls believes and participates in our anti

-bullying efforts on a daily basis,” explained 

Andrea Peck, SVMS principal.  “The total 

buy-in has created a more positive and safe 

school environment. Our program is 

continuously evolving in order to address our 

building data results, current trends in 

bullying behavior and utilizes new resources 

with our students such as Sprigeo.com. We 

look forward to continuing something that 

has forever impacted our school culture for 

the better. This recognition is something for 

which our entire building can be proud.” 

Additionally, it is important to note that the 

Seneca Valley School District has 

implemented the Olweus model district-wide 

and, as such, provides release time for staff 

trainings and meetings, and designates class 

time for weekly student meetings. Everyone, 

including bus drivers and cafeteria workers, 

are trained in Olweus at Seneca Valley. 

Haine, SVMS earn bullying prevention program  

distinction 

Evans City Middle School staff 

receives a well-deserved pat 

on the back 

The staff at Evans City Middle School was chosen as 

a winner in Walmart’s 2013 Teacher Rewards Pro-

gram. The program, hosted locally by Cranberry 

Walmart, was created by the retail giant to 

acknowledge the dedication and hard work of teach-

ers in schools across the country. They also wanted to demonstrate their appreciation for the 

skills teachers pass along to students, helping to shape our children into the leaders of tomor-

row. As part of the award, 20 Evans City Middle School teachers were given $50 gift cards to 

be used for the purchase of classroom supplies. 

Congratulations and great job, ECMS! 

There’s more! 

You can find a wealth of 

information on the Seneca 

Valley School District 

Website at www.svsd.net. 

For example, October is 

National Principals Month. 

Check out our photo collage 

and principal recognition on 

the homepage under 

“Announcements.” 

http://www.laroche.edu/
http://www.svsd.net
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CVE Hero Photo and program information on Josh 

and Gab Show (Haine, Rowan, CVE, EC and SVMS) 

On September 12, as part of the school’s Olweus 

Bullying Prevention Kick-Off Program, CVE 

students were greeted by Spiderman and Wonder 

Woman as they entered the school. In addition to 

being entertained with an assembly by the Josh & 

Gab Show, the students and staff worked together 

with team building activities. In fact, all of our 

schools K-8 were able to participate in an assembly 

by The Josh & Gab Show, two Pittsburgh-based 

writers, performers, educators and public 

personalities. Their show’s high-energy and interactive style has helped them to develop a 

unique and unforgettable musical bullying awareness show the students are still talking 

about more than a month later. 

Rowan goes ‘Above and Beyond’ 

Rowan Elementary School staff held a surprise breakfast for Erin 

Daschbach, Rowan’s reading specialist, as she was named a 

winner in Office Max's “A Day Made Better Program.” Ms. 

Daschbach was chosen for this recognition as she is widely known 

for going above and beyond in the classroom.  For her tremendous 

efforts, Ms. Daschbach was given a box full of supplies, a new 

chair and flowers.  The school was also given a box full of supplies 

from people who shopped at Office Max and donated supplies for 

the school.   

Congratulations, Ms. Daschbach - and thanks to all those who 

donated. 

Backpack Fliers 

 

Community fliers are now 

online and we invite you to see 

what’s happening in our 

communities. 

Recent additions to the flier 

page include Family Movie 

Night, Nature Discovery Series 

at Cranberry Township Parks & 

Recreation, Musical Theater, 

the Haine PTO School Raffle, 

the 2nd Annual Turkey Chase, 

Zelienople Library’s Wacky 

Wednesdays and much more. 

www.svsd.net/BackpackFliers 

http://www.svsd.net/BackpackFliers
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Seneca Valley Strategic Plan 

On Oct. 14, 2013, members of the Seneca Valley School Board of Directors approved the 

2014-17 Seneca Valley District Strategic Plan for submission to the Pennsylvania Depart-

ment of Education (PDE). 

Now, it’s the public’s turn. We invite you to review the document, which is now found un-

der the “Our District” tab of the website at www.svsd.net. To view a print copy, please visit 

our central office at 124 Seneca School Rd., Harmony, Pa. 16037. 

Beginning in July 2012, periodic meetings were held to discuss the educational goals and 

vision of the District, an important component of any strategic blueprint. Planning teams 

comprising of administrators, teachers, school directors, school personnel, parents, students, 

and community and business members were formed to refine the plan. 

 “This district is always proactive when it comes to planning,” said Dr. Tracy Vitale, Super-

intendent of Schools. “Our planning will continue to progress no matter what is required by 

the state.” 

Included in the report are sections on special education, student services, professional edu-

cation, teacher induction, academic standards and assessment and education technology. 

Additional plans with greater detail on each of the previously mentioned subjects are being 

developed and will also be made available to the public.  

Questions about the plan can be forwarded to Ms. Kyra Bobak, human resources and pupil 

personnel director, at bobakka@svsd.net 

The board recognizes that tobacco use by 

students presents a health and safety hazard 

that can have serious consequences for both 

users and nonusers, and the safety and envi-

ronment of the school. 

For the purpose of the Tobacco Use Policy 

#222, tobacco use has been revised and ap-

proved by the School Board to now include e

-tobacco products and is now defined as the 

use and/or possession of a lighted or unlight-

ed cigarette, cigar and pipe; other lighted 

smoking product; and smokeless tobacco in 

any format. 

Electronic cigarette is further defined as any 

oral device that provides a vapor of liquid 

nicotine, lobelia and/or other substance, and 

the use of inhalation of which stimulates 

smoking. The term shall include any such 

devices, whether they are manufactured, dis-

tributed, marketed or sold as e-cigarettes, e-

cigars, e-pipes or under any other product 

name or descriptor. 

The board prohibits tobacco use and pos-

session of tobacco, electronic cigarettes or 

any tobacco-related device by students at 

any time in a school building and on any 

property, buses, vans and vehicles that are 

owned, leased or controlled by the School 

District. The Board prohibits tobacco use 

and possession of tobacco, electronic ciga-

rettes or any tobacco-related device by 

students at school sponsored activities that 

are held off of school property. 

The School District may initiate prosecution 

of a student who possesses or uses tobacco in 

violation of this policy. In addition, viola-

tions are subject to disciplinary action in ac-

cordance with the District’s student discipli-

nary policy. A student convicted of pos-

sessing or using tobacco in violation of this 

policy may be fined up to $50 plus court 

costs or admitted to alternative adjudication 

in lieu of imposition of a fine. 

To read Policy #222 in its entirety, please 

visit http://www.svsd.net/page/509  

SV Board Policy on tobacco use/possession now  

includes e-cigarettes 

http://www.svsd.net
mailto:bobakka@svsd.net
http://www.svsd.net/page/509


 

Seneca Valley School District | 124 Seneca School Road, Harmony, PA 16037 | (724) 452-6040 | www.svsd.net page 7 

 

National Technical Honor Society inducts SV students 

Congratulations to the following seniors for being inducted 

into the 2013 National Technical Honor Society. Front Row:  

Jessica Sonetti (culinary arts), Dana Sabol (cosmetology), Ni-

kita Ahuja (health assistant), Megan Stonebraker (culinary 

arts), Ivy Stafford (commercial art), and Laura Keisling 

(commercial art). Back Row:  Devon Sidon (health assistant), 

Justin Kappeler (carpentry), Colin DeVries (welding), Michael 

Denny (culinary arts), and Michenna Gates (health assistant). 

Alumni news 

Madison Kozlowski – Class of 2012 

During her time at Seneca Valley, Madison Ko-

zlowski, a 2012 Seneca Valley graduate, very 

successfully completed her senior project, 

"Chapters for Change," which involved con-

tributions of books from Cranberry Township 

and the surrounding communities of the West-

ern Pennsylvania. Madison shared with us that 

she recently received a letter verifying that 

those books were received in Africa this past 

summer. She also wanted to thank those who 

had contributed and thought it would “be nice 

for everyone to know that their books were received and the children of Africa will bene-

fit from their generosity.” The photo attached was sent to Madison from the Peki-Tsame 

Central Union of Ghana, where the children gathered to open the precious volumes. 

We love hearing about senior projects and the incredible benefits others derive from the hard 

work and dedication our students put into them. 

Thank you, Madison! 

 

Ashley Biernesser – Class of 2007 

Ashley Biernesser is a Doctoral candidate at Boston College and is a 2013 recipient of NSF 

Fellowship Award (National Science Foundation), and a 2007 Graduate from Seneca Valley. 

She has also recently authored a paper, "Redox controlled polymerization of lactide catalyzed 

by bis(imino) pyridine iron bis(alkoxide) complexes," which was accepted by the Journal of 

the American Chemical Society (JACS).  Ashley has been published before as a member of a 

team, but this is her first publication as primary author.  

Miss Biernesser says she credits Mr. Jeffrey Roberts as playing a large role in her love for 

science. 

Congratulations, Ashley! 
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SV Performing Arts announces ‘Nutcracker’ casting 

for winter performance  

The Seneca Valley Academy of Choice Performing Arts program is pleased to announce the cast for 

the upcoming performance of “The Nutcracker.” Congratulations to all of our dedicated dancers - we 

are looking forward to the performance. Be sure to note that it will be held at 6 p.m. on Dec. 12, 2013, 

in the Seneca Valley Intermediate High School Auditorium. More details and ticket prices will be 

announced soon. 

CAST: 

Act II Only 

Clara - Alyssa Massimiani 

The Prince – Vincent Smith 

Spanish – Elise Harrison, Elizabeth James, Kayleign Morgan and Sophie Dilts 

Arabian Leader– Cassidy Negri 

Arabian – Alexis Gorman, Abrianna Fargan, Erin Jenkins, Reagan Curry, Kaytlyn Hammerschmidt, 

and Gabriella Policella 

Chinese – Olivia Malvar, Tyler Shelly, Emily Schneider, Ashley Ruiz, MaKayla Washington, Alyssa 

Tollerton, Annie Walton, and Shea Standish 

Dance of reed- Pipes – Veridy Treu and Lauren Herb 

Russian – Sydney Gondringer, Makayla Delaney, Abby Vanwormer, and Emerson Carr 

Waltz of Flower Queen – Anna Stewart 

Flowers - Erin Standish, Samantha Magill, Shea Standish, Emma Krisfalusi, Kyee Killian, Savannah 

Adomaitis, Evelyn Graham, Elizabeth Grochalski, Madeline Harper, and Erin Hecht 

The Sugar Plum – Emily McGoey 

Cavalier – Walter Apps 

SV Cyber Student of the Month 

Congratulations to Jessica Morris, the Seneca Valley Acade-

my of Choice's Cyber Student of the Month for October. Jes-

sica, who is pictured receiving her recognition certificate 

from Ms. Denise Manganello, SV Academy principal, is tak-

ing AP Psychology via our cyber program. To learn more 

about the Academy, cyber, performing arts and more, visit 

www.svsd.net/AcademyOfChoice 

Academy of Choice 

SV Cyber Testimonials 

"So far, our son has really liked the Mandarin class. He’s enjoying what he’s learning, and the fact 

that he can go at his own pace really works for him. Plus, the content is very interesting to him, and 

it’s presented in a good format. I don’t know of any other school district that has this option availa-

ble. It’s one more reason that we love Seneca! The Mandarin class is the third cyber class we’ve ex-

perienced and we have been very happy with the program. We’re so thankful that our kids are able to 

take advantage of these opportunities at Seneca!!" 

 

-Mrs. Geil, Parent of two SV students 

 

“My daughter did both her PE Cyber and Honors Algebra 2 through cyber. I was a little apprehen-

sive about Algebra, but she did well. It was good to know she was keeping busy and doing her studies, 

instead of being distracted this past month. It was such a help for a working parent like me! 

I am so glad that you have this option in Seneca Valley. I think it is great enrichment for the kids.” 

- Parent of a Student in the Class of 2015 

The Seneca Valley Academy of 

Choice provides students with a 

world-class virtual and 

performing arts education, 

opportunities to participate in a 

wide range of district activities, 

and individualized instruction 

and support by certified and 

highly qualified members of 

the Seneca Valley School 

District professional teaching 

staff. Benefits include 

flexibility of scheduling, 

traveling and exploring career 

options! 

● Cyber 

● Performing Arts 

● Visual Arts 

● STEM Opportunities 

For more information, visit 

www.svsd.net/SVAOC, call 

(724) 452-6041, ext. 1015 or 

email SVAOC@svsd.net 

http://www.svsd.net/AcademyOfChoice
http://www.svsd.net/SVAOC
mailto:SVAOC@svsd.net
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Good Reads 

The Haine Elementary School Literacy 

Committee, with the help of staff, celebrated yet 

another 

great 

Literacy 

kick-off 

with a recent “Good Readers are Easy to Spot” 

assembly. Dressed in safari and animal print attire, 

Haine Elementary 

explored the jungle 

with dancing and 

games.  

According to staff, “it was fierce, but so much fun!” 

Mega Fun at PTA Mega Party 

Rowan Elementary students enjoyed the warm weath-

er and fun activities at the Rowan PTA's Annual Mega 

Party held Friday, Oct. 4, at the school. Thank you, 

Rowan PTA! 

Seneca Valley seventh grade girls took part last 

Friday in the Annual Seneca Valley Middle 

School Pajama Rama event, enjoying a night of 

dodge ball, kickball, flip flop design, ankle 

bracelet-making and self-defense classes. 

The girls then completed their night with an 

energetic dance party in the cafeteria under the 

disco ball!  

The program, coordinated by guidance 

counselors, administrators, teachers and 

parents, provides girls the opportunity to make 

new friends, get reacquainted with old ones 

and meet their new teachers to kick off the 

school year on a positive and fun note.  

Each student went home with a gift bag and 

also received a raffle ticket for a chance to win 

a prize basket created by Seneca Valley 

Involved Parent (SVIP) volunteers, and 

through generous donations from the 

community, parents and staff. In fact, this free 

event is supported in total by community/

parent donations and staff volunteers.  

According to Ms. Andrea Peck, principal, “the 

night was a huge success and the SVMS staff 

is already looking forward to next year’s 

event!” 

A similar program, “The Main Event,” will be 

held for seventh grade boys in November. 

Annual Pajama Rama  
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Raider Sports Updates 

Cross-Country, Boys & Girls 

Both the boys and girls varsity cross country teams will compete in the WPIAL Championships at 

Coopers Lake on Thursday, October 24, 2013.  Seneca Valley looks forward to a sizable contingent 

of boys and girls advancing to the PIAA state meet on Friday, November 1, 2013 in Hershey, PA. 

 

Varsity Football 

The Raider football team closes out its regular season on Friday, 

October 25, 2013 against the Fox Chapel Foxes.  The game will 

mark the final regular season home contest for our senior 

football players, cheer & dance team members, and band 

performers.  All will be recognized with a pre-game 

ceremony.  In addition, Toys for Tots kicks off this night and the 

District will also take time to bring awareness to Breast 

Cancer.  The WPIAL football playoffs begin Friday, November 

1, 2013 and Seneca Valley is in a good position to host a home 

playoff game that evening. 

 

Golf, Boys & Girls 

Both the boys and girls golf teams have finished their seasons. 

 

Soccer, Boys 

Fresh off an undefeated record 

in section play, the Raiders 

were seeded #2 in the WPIAL 

bracket and won their first 

round game at against 

Allderdice on Monday, October 

21, 2013.  The section champs 

will face Peters Township in 

the second round on Thursday, 

October 23, 2013. 

 

Soccer, Girls 

The Raider girls’ soccer team earned the #1 seed in the WPIAL bracket and enjoyed a first round 

bye.  They open their tournament play against Canon-McMillan on Wednesday, October 23, 

2013.  The Raiders are looking for a return trip to the WPIAL championship game with aspirations 

for taking it one step further and bringing a WPIAL title back to Seneca Valley. 

 

Tennis, Girls 

Girls tennis finished their season with a 10-7 record. 

 

Volleyball, Girls 

After a one-year hiatus, the Raider girls’ volleyball team returns 

to the WPIAL tournament as the #4 seed.  Seneca Valley takes on 

West Allegheny in the first round of tournament action on 

Wednesday, October 23, 2013. 

We all look forward to extended stays in WPIAL championship 

action.  Congratulations to all of the coaches and student-athletes 

– your hard work is reaping many rewards!  Go Raiders!! 

SV Athletics 

Contact Info: 

Athletic Office 

724-452-6040 x1752 

Athletic Director  

Ms. Heather Lewis 

lewish@svsd.net 

Athletic Secretary 

Ms. Marcie Peaco  

peacoma@svsd.net 

Athletic Secretary 

Ms. Jeanine Poleti  

poletijc@svsd.net 

mailto:lewish@svsd.net
mailto:peacoma@svsd.net
mailto:poletijc@svsd.net
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Back in the  

Swim of 

Things! 

 

Did you know Seneca 

Valley’s swimming pool 

(aka Natatorium) can be 

used anywhere from  

12-14 hours daily? This 

community asset is one 

we are fortunate to have 

as very few Western 

Pennsylvania schools can 

boast the existence of an 

indoor pool. We are 

pleased to provide this 

aquatic facility for our 

students and community. 

As with any resource of 

this size and complexity, 

maintenance naturally 

becomes an important 

component. This past 

summer, approximately 

$35,000 was utilized to 

replace the tiles and a 

pump badly in need of 

replacement in the pool. 

Considering that 

drowning is the leading 

cause of unintentional 

death for people of all 

ages, the life skills taught 

in our pool is a vitally 

important part of the 

school curriculum and 

leads to the betterment of 

our school community.  

Study Confirms Better Schools Equal Higher Home 

Prices 

-By the National School Public Relations Association 

Common sense says it’s so, a careful scan of real estate ads highlights it, and now a new 

study confirms that home buyers pay significantly more to live in neighborhoods with 

highly rated schools. Indeed, researchers went into the project expecting to see a difference 

but weren’t prepared for how great it would be.  

“I was expecting thousands (of dollars difference), not tens of thousands,” said Tommy 

Unger, a senior data analyst at Redfin, the national realty brokerage that conducted the 

study. Using a huge database of about 407,000 home sales and nearly 11,000 school 

districts in 57 metropolitan markets, the study concluded that, on average, buyers pay $50 

more per square foot for homes in top-rated school districts compared with homes served 

by average-rated schools. The study defined top-rated schools as those with test scores in 

the 90th percentile and above in their respective states and average schools as those in the 

40th to 60th percentiles.  

To do its calculations, Redfin compared median sale prices of similar homes in the same 

neighborhood but which fell within the boundaries of different elementary schools. The 

transactions studied were those that closed between May 1 and Aug. 31 — a time when 

home prices were showing recovery in most parts of the country. The net result, according 

to Redfin, is that the price differentials for similar homes that are located near each other 

but served by different school districts can range from tens of thousands to hundreds of 

thousands of dollars.   

Most of Seneca Valley's nine communities are seeing promising increases in the home 

value index, according to Zillow.com. 

https://www.nspra.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=5386&qid=327867
https://www.nspra.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=5386&qid=327867

